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Timeline of non-program funded outreach activities of round II Public 
Intellectuals Program Fellows 

 
2008 
July 
George Gilboy quoted in the article “Stirrings in the Suburbs” in the Financial Times 
 
September  
Huang Yanzhong quoted in several publications about the milk powder scandal in China, 
including Christian Science Monitor and The National 
 
George Gilboy meets with National Committee organized delegation of U.S. mayors focusing on 
sustainability in China  
 
October 
Huang Yanzhong moderates a panel on China's healthcare reform, and presents on "China's New 
Health Diplomacy," at a meeting at the Center for Strategic and International Studies  
 
Huang Yanzhong quoted in a Xingdao Ribao article (in Chinese) about the tainted milk powder 
scandal and interviewed for the Gray Sheet about health care reform in China 
 
November 
Steve Platt presents on “China behind the Headlines” to a standing room only audience at the 
Western Massachusetts Chapter of the World Affairs Council 
 
Scott Kennedy interviewed by Nanfang Zhoumo about the recent Presidential election (in 
Chinese) and interviewed online by Tengxun Net also about the presidential election  
 
December 
George Gilboy, Scott Kennedy, Alex Wang, and Charles Laughlin meet with National 
Committee organized “Heads of Congressional District Offices” delegation to China.   
 
2009 
January 
Scott Kennedy interviewed by the 21st Century Business Harold for an article entitled “How 
Economic Policy can Maintain Fairness” (in Chinese) 
 
Yu Zhou does an interview about the Chinese perspective on President Obama, which was 
featured on the Social Science Research Council’s website 
  
Yu Zhou writes an essay about her experiences at the Beijing Olympics for a Vassar alumni 
publication 
 
Alex Wang, along with his staff, begins a daily blog on China's environment with a focus on law, 
policy and public involvement 
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Alex Wang writes an opinion piece in the China Daily on "green" stimulus in China and the U.S. 
 
Tobie Meyer-Fong gives two presentations on Chinese history to groups of Johns Hopkins alums 
 
February 
Kate Kaup testifies for the Congressional-Executive Commission on China on the impact of 
security concerns on autonomy in Xinjiang 
 
Tobie Meyer-Fong begins writing a “Chinese Character of the Week” column for the weekly 
newsletter at an elementary school introducing some aspect of Chinese culture through a word or 
phrase.  Tobie is helping to develop China-related curriculum for a third and fourth grade social 
studies program in an elementary school in her community.  She also helped the school secure a 
student teacher from George Mason University who will teach first and second grade students 
introductory Chinese language in exchange for course credit.   

Tim Weston gives two presentations to the National Consortium for Teaching about Asia:  
“China and its Transformations” and “China’s Recent Revolutions”  

Alex Wang and his colleagues at the Natural Resources Defense Council issue a report on U.S.-
China cooperation on climate change 
 
Ben Liebman co-organizes a panel on China’s courts, “China’s Changing Courts: Populist 
Vehicle or Party Puppet?”  The panel was a joint effort of NYU Law School and Columbia Law 
School.   As part of the public outreach efforts for the event panelists responded on-line to 
questions posed by viewers who watched an online video stream of the event. 
     
March 
Kate Kaup speaks at Columbia Law School on the topic of “China's Regional Autonomy Law: 
Can It Protect Minority Rights?” 
 
Andrew Mertha interviewed for an AP article on water policy in China -- David Pietz (PIP I) is 
quoted in the same article  
 
Andrew Mertha quoted in a Reuters article about the National People’s Congress 
 
Alex Wang quoted in the Legal Daily about a public interest litigation case concerning air 
pollution from the Port of Los Angeles (in Chinese) 
 
April 
Kate Kaup speaks at the University of Virginia East Asia Center on “China's Nationality Law 
and Prospects for Reform” 
 
Kate Kaup publishes an op-ed in the Greenville News about U.S.-China relations and the 
upcoming PIP-funded conference she organized on this topic 
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Alex Wang speaks at the Asia Society’s corporate conference about environmental law in China 
 
Andrew Mertha publishes “From ‘Rustless Screws’ to ‘Nail Houses’: The Evolution of Property 
Rights in China” in Orbis the Foreign Policy Research Institute’s journal of world affairs 
 
George Gilboy publishes an article on the online edition of Foreign Affairs recommending books 
and articles to read in order to better understand the Chinese economy  
 
Ben Liebman participates in a public roundtable discussion on the media in Chinese politics at 
Harvard University.  The roundtable is organized by PIP I fellow Mary Gallagher.  
 
Andrew Erickson gives a 5-minute interview on “China’s New Submarines,” on WTOP Radio 
Station, Washington, DC 

Yu Zhou quoted in The New York Times article “In China, Knockoff Cellphones Are a Hit”  

May 
Kate Kaup speaks at the Mershon Center for International Security Studies at Ohio State 
University on “China's Minority Policy and Ethnic Identity” 
        
Andrew Erickson publishes article “Facing a New Missile Threat From China: How the U.S. Should 
Respond to China's Development of Anti-Ship Ballistic Missile Systems” on CBS.com.  
 
June 
Charles Laughlin organizes a 3-day conference at Tsinghua on “Writers, Critics, and Scholars: 
The Public Intellectual and Chinese Literature” 
 
Tobie Meyer-Fong gives lecture at orientation for the National Committee’s Student Leaders’ 
Exchange 
 
Alex Wang and his colleagues work with Ma Jun, one of China’s top environmentalists, on an 
evaluation of municipal government pollution information disclosure, which received good 
attention from Chinese domestic press 
 
Alex Wang quoted by China Daily, China Radio International, Caijing, Legal Daily, The Beijing 
News, and, China Economic Times  about the Pollution Information Transparency Index 
 
Ben Liebman publishes the essay, “Legitimacy through Law in China?” on PBS’s website. The 
essay was written as a companion resource aimed at educators for a documentary on China’s 
courts done by PBS’s Wide Angle program.   
 
Ben Liebman runs a training program for 30 Chinese judges in New York 
 
Charles Laughlin gives a presentation to a Fulbright-Hayes sponsored group of 18 secondary 
school teachers from all over the U.S. on the study of Chinese language and literature in the US  
 



 
 

4 
 

July 
Ben Liebman organizes a conference in Beijing that brings together 15 senior U.S. judges, 
lawyers, and academics with their Chinese counterparts to discuss aggregate litigation (class 
actions) and tort law 
 
Alex Wang is quoted in the AP article “China accepts 1st environment lawsuit against govt” 
 
August 
Scott Kennedy is quoted in the Wall Street Journal Article “Rio Tinto Arrests Throw Firms Off 
Balance”  
 


