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Well first of all, I appreciate very much that introduction and especially appreciate being with Mrs. Barnett. It's an honor for me. I've heard about your husband for many years in my life and it's a great pleasure to meet you and your family who are here. I’ve been asked tonight to give my own reflections on the relationship between our two countries and I thought I continued to study that history for the rest of my life until now. Later I became an officer in the U.S. Navy myself. I was on a submarine and in a very important historical time: in 1949 in the early summer I came to Shanghai. I visited also in Hong Kong and I’ve spent a couple of weeks in and it's used to be Tsingtao now it's Qingdao. I always call this Tsingtao. So, we just came from Qingdao and at that time as you know, the forces of Mao Tsetung were prepared to take over these port cities and I think my ship was the last one here before that occurred. A few months later the People's Republic of China was born on the first day of October 1949, and that was also my birthday. And Deng Xiaoping always thought that was a matter of fate because I’m 25 years older than the People's Republic of China government. This also happened to be the 110th year after Deng Xiaoping was born. He was 20 years older than I, but he became a very close friend just like an older brother with me. 
Long before I became president of the United States, I was determined to correct a 30-year era in my country's policies and to have normal relationships with the People's Republic of China. I was thrilled when president Nixon came here to Shanghai in 1972 and signed the Shanghai communique and declared that there was only one China. And I was disappointed when he didn't say which one. And for the next six years, under him and his successor in office it was Taiwan. And when I became elected President and before was preparing to take office, Dr Brzezinski whom I chose to be my national security advisor and I discussed how we could go about having normal relations with China to build upon the wonderful achievement of President Nixon and Zhou Enlai. Particularly from Mike I heard about Doak Barnett because whenever I asked him a complicated question about China he would say what Doak Barnett said so and so, so I felt like I was getting advice from your husband as well as from Mike Oksenberg. So that was one of the wonderful events of my life.
I might point out to you that Deng Xiaoping and I negotiated very secretly with each other and uh I sent a man named Leonard Woodcock over here. Leonard Woodcock was not a diplomat. He was a the toughest labor negotiator I knew and so I wanted to have a good negotiator. And we never sent a single message through the State Department because many people in the state department did not want me to negotiate with Deng Xiaoping and to have normal relations with China and most of the members of the U.S. Congress were also against the decision that I had already made myself. So we negotiated in complete secrecy. I might say that we were not naive or ignorant at that time. We analyzed the situation in the Western Pacific and Asian region, and we both saw that this area had been afflicted with a long series of terrible armed conflicts. The United States was involved as you know on the side of China during the Chinese-Japanese war and the Flying Tigers were heroes of mine, and I was very interested in seeing that relationship. And then later of course we had the Second World War and then came the Korean War. I was in a submarine during the Korean war in the Pacific Ocean. And then came Vietnam and our oldest son was in the war in Vietnam. So both of us saw that this region had been afflicted with a constant stream of armed conflicts. In my great hope and the dream of Deng Xiaoping as well was to see the Asian region free of war. So that the people here in China and throughout this region and those in the United States as well could benefit from normal relations between our two countries. We had some very difficult issues between us as well because we both had been involved deeply with the Soviet Union, and we knew that President Brezhnev would look upon the alliance between the United States and China as a threat to the Soviet Union and might even cause the Soviet Union to resort to their major armada of nuclear weapons. So that one the first call that I made after Deng Xiaoping and I announced our decision on 15th of December 1978 was to President Brezhnev to assure him that our two countries were not aligned against the Soviet Union that we wanted to have peace and better understanding between and among our countries.
And of course, the Taiwan issue was still a very sensitive issue between us too. So we had a lot of problems that we faced I would say they were much more complex. Much more difficult than any issue now that seems to divide China from the United States. We also saw that those major issues were not nearly so important as was the one single issue of China and the United States working side by side in complete harmony
and peace and increasing understanding. It's not an accident. It's just immediately after Deng Xiaoping announced the decision to normalize relations on the first of January. Three days later Deng Xiaoping announced openness and reform. And I would say at this moment that every one of the 1.3 billion people in China have a better life now because Deng Xiaoping and I decided to normalize relations between our two countries, because openness and reform has not only changed the environment and the activities and the commerce and trade of China but it's also changed for the better of the people of America. And I would say if you want to go one step further there are seven billion people on earth right now that are better off because Deng Xiaoping had the wisdom to agree with me to normalize diplomatic relations. So now we have a lot of questions raised. Just today I’ve had sessions with students, some young scholars some Americans in universities here and some Chinese who are studying American policy as well and I had questions from them last night. I had a session on the skype with video presentations between students at a high school in Shanghai high school and also high school students in Toronto, Canada and New York City and they were all concerned about some of the differences that exist between the United States and China. Well, we will always have differences. We have a difference in history. China with this ancient history 6,000 years or so the United States just a few hundred years. We have a different form of government. We have a different culture. We have different neighbors. We have a different interest. We knew those things when we normalized relations 35 years ago. They're not a surprise to us. But those differences then fade into insignificance compared to the benefits that have come from our two countries working together. Some people in America feel that our preeminent position, now kind of I guess you would say the number one superpower on earth since the Soviet Union fragmented, is being endangered by the progress made by China. I don't see this as a threat. I’ve met many times with Xi Jinping, your president and he always says when this issue comes up the Pacific Ocean is good big enough for both of us and I would say that the that the world economy is big enough for both the economy of America, no matter how big it gets, and also that of China which is rapidly growing. So I don't see this as a threat. We have programs at the Carter Center in 80 countries around the world. 35 of those countries are in Africa. The poorest and most deprived backward countries, needy countries on earth and when I go into those countries now, I see a very strong presence of China, diplomatically and with trade and commerce there. That didn't exist 25 or 30 years ago and I believe that every one of those countries. Burkina Faso, and Sudan, and Mali, and Ghana, and so forth every one of them is better off than people are to have both the United States and China wanted to have good relationships with them with trade and commerce and better jobs and diplomatic relations. So I think that for the poor countries on earth the competition --- peaceful competition --- between my country and your country is a good thing for all of them.
We have some problems, yes, and they'll continue in the future. But I think what I reminded the students and scholars about today is that no matter what happens in the future, the differences that exist sometimes friendly competition, those differences played into relative insignificance when compared with the great benefits to my country, to China, and to all countries on earth, and I would say that the dream of Deng Xiaoping that our new friendship and our recognition of each other would be beneficial to all people has come true.
Thank you very much.

